Established in 1887 and with its roots in the British Empire, the [Commonwealth](https://thecommonwealth.org/){#interrefs10} is one of the world\'s oldest political associations with a membership representing 2·4 billion people from 54 of the world\'s "biggest, smallest, richest, and poorest countries". The Commonwealth Charter sets out 16 guiding principles towards the shared goals of prosperity, democracy, and peace. Among these, the Charter notes, "the necessity of access to affordable health care ... for all citizens and ... the importance of promoting health and wellbeing in combating communicable and non-communicable diseases". Unfortunately, progress towards achieving this goal has been lacking in some Commonwealth countries. In 2019, *The Lancet Oncology* published a [Series](https://www.thelancet.com/series/small-island-nations){#interrefs20} by Diana Sarfati and colleagues outlining the challenges surrounding cancer control in small island nations, along with possible solutions. The Commonwealth has a key role to play here---32 of its 54 member countries are classified as small states with unique challenges and vulnerabilities. Indeed, there are only 39 small states in the world, and thus the Commonwealth comprises the majority. Our experience during the curation of the *Cancer Control in Small Island Nations* Series highlighted some grave issues: despite considerable proactivity and engagement across the Pacific islands with welcome enthusiasm and assistance from the Pacific Community (a regional intergovernmental agency), engagement in the Caribbean islands was---and continues to be---woefully inadequate, with local agencies unwilling to participate or take the concerns seriously.

June 22--27, 2020, would have marked the occasion of the biennial Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Kigali, Rwanda, had it not been postponed due to the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. The theme of this meeting would have been *Delivering a Common Future: Connecting, Innovating, Transforming*. This was a powerful and ambitious objective, but against the backdrop of COVID-19, the importance of non-communicable diseases is easily forgotten, and these goals left hollow and undelivered. However, as *The Lancet Oncology* emphasised in our editorial[@bib1] in May, 2020, short-term decisions now to control COVID-19 will have long-term consequences across the medical and health care spectra, and especially for cancer care and survivorship. The Commonwealth and all its members have a core obligation to these vulnerable island nations, not just currently amid the devastating effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, but also in the future with regards to [access](https://doi.org/10.1016/S1470-2045(20)30272-2){#interrefs30} to effective, safe, and affordable cancer care. There are many dimensions in achieving this ambitious goal, and today we publish three Comments providing valuable reflections including: advice from Andre Ilbawi and colleagues[@bib2] from the WHO on how the Commonwealth can exercise the opportunities at its disposal to advance progress towards universal health care and equity in cancer care; a discussion on the role of the Commonwealth in setting a global cancer agenda by Mark Lodge[@bib3] from the International Network for Cancer Control and Research; and a narrative from James Newcome,[@bib4] the Lead Bishop for Health and Social Care in the Church of England, on the role of faith organisations in promoting access to cancer care, best practice, and pastoral care throughout the Commonwealth.

Although the Commonwealth might not have the same influence on the political and international stage when compared with larger intergovernmental organisations like the UN and WHO, it still offers a tremendous opportunity for member states to work together for the greater good. We call on the Commonwealth to remember its obligations towards best care for patients with cancer among all its member nations and to actively promote and support the frameworks and structures needed to deliver practical and effective solutions.
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